AOPA Online: Voluntary guidelines set for marking meteorological towers
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Capitol Hill News Voluntary guidelines set for marking meteorological towers
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Certification Policy o
Air Traffic Services and The FAA has released its guidelines for the voluntary marking of meteorological evaluation
Technology towers (METSs) in an effort to make them more visible to pilots conducting agricultural and

. other low-level operations in their vicinity.
Security and Borders

AOPA has supported the FAA’s proposal to set voluntary procedures for marking and
lighting the towers that are used to gather weather data, are constructed in rural or remote
areas, and stand less than 200 feet agl.
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Resources for You AOPA noted in formal comments submitted Jan. 21 AOPA TOP STORIES
that the proliferation of such towers posed a “significant i

AOPA Airport Support h dt t f tical i Th Solutions at home could save

Network azard to many types of aeronautical operations. The Idaho taxpayers money
towers are very difficult to see and in some conditions

AOPA's Airport Watch are virtually invisible.” Las Vegas airspace redesign:

Think outside the box
AOPA Political Action In a policy statement released June 24, the FAA urged IS PRV Y ar Ttk Y3
Committee

parties constructing the towers to acknowledge the for AOPA members
potential hazard METSs pose to aviation.

Was LightSquared waiver a
political prize?

“While this guidance is not mandatory, the FAA
anticipates that in the interest of aviation safety, BARR to get day in court
developers and landowners will consider this guidance NAA announces 2011 award

for METs erected in the environments described in this o

document,” it said. “The FAA recommends voluntary

marking of METSs less than 200 feet agl in accordance with marking guidance contained in
this document and Advisory Circular 70-7460-I, Obstruction Marking and Lighting.”

The FAA issued the recommendation to mark METs in accordance with published guidance
while noting that historically the advisory circular's guidelines were not applied to METs
less than 200 feet agl.

“However, the FAA recognizes the need to address safety impacts to low-level flight
operations due to the construction of METs in remote and rural areas, especially as
agricultural spraying season approaches,” the policy said.

“This action will improve safety in the National Airspace System, particularly for agricultural
pilots and other low-level flight operations,” said Tom Kramer, AOPA manager of air traffic
services.

The FAA said it took action in response to the concerns expressed by parties from state
governments to agricultural operators about the visibility of METs. The towers are used by
wind energy companies to gather data on possible sites for wind turbines.

The structures, the FAA said, “are portable, erected in a matter of hours, installed with
guyed wires and constructed from a galvanized material often making them difficult to see
in certain atmospheric conditions.”

METs less than 200 feet agl are not subject to regulatory notice requirements and do not
trigger FAA aeronautical studies.

xS0 o

http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2011/110623guidelines_set_for_marking_meteorological_towers.htmI?WT.mc_id=ebrief[10/3/2011 8:47:31 AM]


http://www.aopa.org/join/index.cfm?SA=AddressForm&WT.svl=JoinNavHeader&priority=K710JICON
http://www.aopa.org/apps/myaopamembership/
http://www.aopastore.com/
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2011/110930solutions-at-home-could-save-idaho-taxpayers-money.html
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2011/110930solutions-at-home-could-save-idaho-taxpayers-money.html
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2011/110929-las-vegas-airspace-redesign-think-outside-the-box.html
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2011/110929-las-vegas-airspace-redesign-think-outside-the-box.html
http://www.aopa.org/aircraft/articles/2011/110928-signature-waives-handling-fees-for-aopa-members.html
http://www.aopa.org/aircraft/articles/2011/110928-signature-waives-handling-fees-for-aopa-members.html
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2011/110928was-lightsquared-waiver-a-political-prize.html
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2011/110928was-lightsquared-waiver-a-political-prize.html
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2011/110928-barr-to-get-day-in-court.html
http://www.aopa.org/aircraft/articles/2011/110928naa-announces-award-recipients.html
http://www.aopa.org/aircraft/articles/2011/110928naa-announces-award-recipients.html
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2011/110126faa_proposes_guidelines_for_marking_wx_towers.html
http://download.aopa.org/epilot/2011/110623_marking_meterological_towers.pdf
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/capitolhill/
http://www.aopa.org/whatsnew/regulatory/
http://www.aopa.org/whatsnew/regulatory/
http://www.aopa.org/whatsnew/air_traffic/
http://www.aopa.org/whatsnew/air_traffic/
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/security/
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/airports/
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/airports/
http://www.aopa.org/info/comres4u.html
http://www.aopa.org/info/comres4u.html
http://www.aopa.org/asn/
http://www.aopa.org/asn/
http://www.aopa.org/airportwatch/
http://www.aopa.org/members/pac/
http://www.aopa.org/members/pac/
https://www.aopa.org/login/index.cfm?secure=true&WT.svl=LogBoxLogin
http://www.aopa.org/join/benefits.html?WT.svl=LogBoxFAQ
http://www.aopa.org/flightplanning/
http://www.aopa.org/aircraft/
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/
http://www.aopa.org/training/
http://www.aopa.org/membership/
http://www.aopa.org/foundation/index.html
http://www.aopa.org/foundation/index.html
http://www.aopa.org/asf/
http://www.aopa.org/asf/
http://www.aopa.org/publications/
http://www.aopa.org/publications/
http://www.aopa.org/info/
http://www.aopa.org/info/

AOPA Online: Voluntary guidelines set for marking meteorological towers

© Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association 421 Aviation Way Frederick, MD 21701 Phone 800/872-2672 Fax 301/695-2375

Newsroom Advertisers Governance Privacy Policy Site Map Terms of Use Careers Join/Renew Contact Us Masthead

http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2011/110623guidelines_set_for_marking_meteorological_towers.html?WT.mc_id=ebrief[10/3/2011 8:47:31 AM]


http://www.aopa.org/newsroom/
http://www.aopaadvertising.org/
http://www.aopa.org/info/governance.html
http://www.aopa.org/privacy_policy.html
http://www.aopa.org/sitemap.html
http://www.aopa.org/terms.html
http://www.aopa.org/info/jobs/employment.html
http://www.aopa.org/join/benefits.html?WT.svl=JoinRenewFooter
http://www.aopa.org/inforequest.html
http://www.aopa.org/mast.html
http://fiacardservicesgroup.tt.omtrdc.net/m2/fiacardservicesgroup/ubox/page?mbox=adboxRedirector&mboxDefault=http%3A//www.applyonlinenow.com/uscc/error.html?error_code=1001&tagname=Prof-AOPA-WP-MC-CCBug

	aopa.org
	AOPA Online: Voluntary guidelines set for marking meteorological towers


	5odG1sP1dULm1jX2lkPWVicmllZgA=: 
	form3: 
	q: 
	go: 




